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New laundry system to bring ease,
convenience to washing dirty clothes

Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer

Tired of walking down four
flights of stairs just to find all the
laundry machines being used or
fumbling around with quarters?
Starting today, laundry rooms
across Rose-Hulman residence
halls will be equipped with all
new technology and machinery
to minimize those very concerns. This is the finale to a year
and a half process of finding
and implementing a brand new
laundry system from Jetz, complete with front-loading washers, ID scanners, and an e-mail
or text message alert system for
available washers and dryers.
The idea for the change came
as a culmination of many different factors, including student concerns and institutional
changes. Students voiced their
distaste for using coin-operated
machines in many forums, including Blue Key’s annual Student Faculty Dialogue. They
pushed for alternatives such
as change machines, which
were dismissed from a security
standpoint, according to Pete
Gustafson, Vice President of
Student Affairs. Another suggested alternative were ID scanners, which were adopted in this
newly implemented design.
In addition to convenience for
the students, the Sustainability

Team here at Rose saw an opportunity to change up the current system in order to be more
energy efficient and ‘green’ while
doing laundry. For the past few
years, the topic of using more
energy efficient washers and
dryers was discussed in various Technical Communications
classes, where the projects focus
on making Rose-Hulman a more
sustainable campus. This vision
of reducing both electricity and
water usage and becoming a
more green campus was shared
between students and the Sustainability Team and was a motivating factor for switching to the
front-loading washers, which
are more energy efficient than
their predecessors.
One of the most significant
changes in campus residence
hall laundry rooms is the installation of ID scanners to pay for
a load of laundry. Students can
now put money on their card
specifically for the purpose of
doing laundry, where they will
be able to scan and charge any
washer or dryer in the room
with one system. Mark Farner,
director of Dining Services, remarked that Aramark has been
involved with a similar, successful program at Susquehanna
University in Pennsylvania and
is offering the services of putting a laundry declining balance

on the student ID card, but isn’t
running any of the laundry service explicitly.
Students or parents will be
able to add money to a separate
‘laundry declining balance’ on
their ID card which they currently use for their meal plan
and their food declining balance. This instantaneous transaction can either be done on
the Aramark website, under a
separate heading for laundry, or
with cash at the Dining Services
office in the Union.
Farner emphasized that the
money from declining balance
on a meal plan will not be able
to be used for laundry since the
meal plan and laundry are different and separate services and are
budgeted accordingly. Students
will still be able to use quarters
in the laundry room if they wish
not to participate in the new
laundry service. The money added to the card will roll over from
quarter-to-quarter and year-toyear, and, additionally, if and
only if the Declining Balance for
food has been exhausted, money
put on the card for laundry could
be used for food. This year, the
cost of either washing or drying
a load of laundry was increased
from $1.00 to $1.25, where it will
remain for the future as per contractual obligations.
In addition to the ID scanners
and new washing
machines, RoseHulman has implemented a new
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Student loses control at ATO party

Controllers like this one will allow students to pay for laundry with
declining balance and will facilitate email notifications.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief

dryers in their own residence
hall on the website (www.
laundryalert.com,
password:
RH469).
In addition to this comprehensive online service (it will
even display the time left until
a cycle is done is displayed in
real time), students can sign up
to get an e-mail alert or a text
message if a machine comes
available or if the laundry they
have put into a machine is done.
This will help students avoid
trekking down the stairs with
buckets of laundry, only to find
no available machines.
Erik Hayes, Assistant Dean
of Student Affairs, remarks that
these institutional changes to
laundry rooms across campus
come with “three big pluses –
they are becoming more environmentally friendly, more consumer friendly, and more green.”
Students across the board, even
the new freshmen, tend to agree.

Julia Kubisz, a freshman chemical engineering major, remarked
that it would be more environmentally friendly and “definitely
more convenient to have DB”
for laundry instead of quarters.
Rose administration and students alike are anxious, but excited, for the new changes.
While laundry may seem like
an inconsequential task, the implications for Rose-Hulman—as
a more sustainable and ecofriendly campus, and within
residence hall life, as students
become more acclimated and
happy with their homes—are invaluable.
Also invaluable is the (hopeful) increase in laundry in result of the new changes. Hayes
remarked, “We’re no longer going to tolerate students not doing their laundry.” The changes
discussed in this article should
be implemented and ready for
student use as of publication.
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News Briefs
Sean Gorsky • news editor

Bill Gates and China in talks to develop new
nuclear reactor
Bill Gates confirmed on last Wednesday that he is in discussions to jointly build a safe, inexpensive, and environmentally friendly nuclear reactor with China. TerraPower,
a Washington based company funded largely by Gates, is
developing a Generation IV nuclear reactor known as the
Traveling Wave Reactor. This reactor will use depleted uranium, the byproduct of traditional nuclear reactors, for fuel.
Furthermore, it produces less nuclear waste and, due to the
way it functions, is incredibly safe. As much as $1 billion will
be devoted to research over the next five year to develop the
reactor if talks between TerraPower and the China National
Nuclear Corporation are successful.
Facebook enables new Timeline feature
Facebook first began experimenting with its Timeline
interface in late September. The new feature, which is
now available to all users, puts together a collection of
all photos, posts, and experiences in a profiles history.
The result is a linear biography of user’s history that is
available to anybody with access. Once the feature is
downloaded, the Timeline feed will automatically go live
in seven days, giving users some time to explore the feature and, if necessary, prune their profile.

Store Hours

Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.

1234 Wabash Avenue
(812) 232-7272

Woman dies in freak elevator accident
An elevator in the New York CBS News building malfunctioned and killed a woman on Wednesday. According to authorities, Suzanne Hart, 41, was stepping inside the elevator when it suddenly shot upward with its
doors still open. Buildings department sources said that
she fell forward and was crushed between the rising elevator and the wall above. It is unclear what caused the
elevator to fail, but city buildings officials are conducting a full investigation.

Modern-day time capsule:
students leave lasting mark
Jason Latimer • staff writer
On several occasions, junior
civil engineering major Robert Gilbert visits the construction site of the new residence
hall to learn about and absorb
the details of the project and
observe the process of putting the building up. He was
also among the students who
packed the final beam with
their signatures before it was
placed on Wednesday. “Allowing campus members to
sign a structural member in
the new hall affords everyone a chance to put a piece of
themselves into the building,”
he said. “Just as the building
will become an integral part
of our campus, the campus
has the opportunity to become a vital component of the
building.”
According to Assistant
Dean of Student Affairs Erik
Hayes, the 10+ foot beam
was crowded with signatures
to the point where additional
signatures would almost be
impossible. To Erik, the reason why so many students
would take the time to sign
the beam was clear. “It shows
you’ve been there. It’s a sense
of pride of being here at RoseHulman,” Erik said. “You’re
a part of that. You have that
(signature) in there, and if

you look up in there and you
see your name written on
there, there’s something to be
said about that, about leaving
your legacy.”
Hayes, along with Gilbert,
attended the half-hour long
ceremony Wednesday morning to raise and place the last
beam in the new residence
hall. Approximately 75-100
students, faculty, administrators, and members of the
Board of Trustees appeared at
the event with Garmong Construction and Ratio Architects
to celebrate the new step in
Rose-Hulman history. Before
setting the beam, President
of Garmong Construction
and Rose alum Ralph Wagle thanked members of the
project and taught the crowd
how celebrating the construction of a new building has
been a long-standing tradition in history, stretching
back even to Roman times.
He also referenced the initial
Terre Haute-backed creation
of Rose and how its focus on
the local community has lived
on.
“He alluded to the fact that,
just as when Chauncy Rose
founded Rose-Hulman, it
was the community of Terre
Haute and the Wabash Valley that saw a need for an institute like Rose-Hulman to

train young, bright students
to be successful engineers,”
Dean of Student Affairs Tom
Miller said.
The project on the new residence hall has been a reflection of this spirit of community. People, organizations, and
labor from the Terre Haute
area and Wabash Valley have
been heavily relied upon for
the construction, Miller said.
He also said that all of the
choices made for the project
were made in the best interest
in supporting the local RoseHulman community.
“When decisions were made
in those meetings about what
the building was going to look
like, what kind of materials,
the interior, the exterior, all
the things that go into a structure like that, students were
considered first and foremost
on the project,” Miller said.
In the past, Rose-Hulman
was stretched beyond its
limits to house students on
campus, trying to fit in more
students than it had room
for. However, with the new
residence hall, the campus
community will have plenty
of room to grow and flourish.
Miller has been pleased by
the rapid pace of the project,
which he says is on the “fast
track.” “The reason we’ve
been able to be successful and

Students sign the last beam that completed the structure of
the new residence hall earlier this week.
Robbie Mayhew • photography club

move so rapidly with this project is the cooperation and the
teamwork that has been the
trademark of this project,”

he said. Construction on the
building is still on schedule
and should be ready to house
students next August.
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Entertainment

‘The Muppets’ does justice to
Henson’s legacy

Noël Spurgeon
flipside editor

It’s been over a decade since
the Muppets have graced the
silver screen, but they’re back,
packing the same combination
of self-aware silliness and charm
that made them famous. Having
fallen on hard times, and with
the Muppet studio in a state of
disrepair, the Muppets must
reunite to save their beloved stu-

dio from the machinations of evil
oil baron Tex Richman (Chris
Cooper). The film delivers a
nostalgic, subtly subversive joyride of dance numbers, celebrity
cameos, and general nonsense
right up until the grand finale.
The film begins with a homevideo montage set in Smalltown,
USA, featuring the brothers Walter and Gary (Jason Segel, who

also co-wrote the film). Although
it is never mentioned, the brothers are very different: Gary is
human, and Walter is a puppet.
Smalltown is an Andy Griffithesque paradise of green lawns
and picket fences, opening with
a thoroughly enjoyable song and
dance with choreography that
would not be out of place in any
midcentury musical. Gary and
sweetheart Mary (Amy Adams)
are about to
celebrate their
tenth anniversary in Hollywood. Walter,
the
consummate Muppet
fan (and also
Gary’s brother),
manages to tag
along in hopes
of realizing his
lifelong dream
of seeing the
Muppets in person. However,
when he arrives
at the studio,
he’s alarmed to
find that it has
fallen into disarray. While exploring Kermit’s
old office, he
is accidentally
privy to Richman’s plan to
imdb.com have the studio
demolished in order to access the oil underneath.
Walter knows what he must do:
find Kermit and get the gang
back together to save the studio.
The premise is executed amazingly well, especially considering
the danger of a heartless rehash
of beloved characters. Instead
of trying to reboot the premise,
the film keeps in the spirit of

the original, while possessing
enough sense of self-aware parody to keep it from feeling too saccharine. Although clearly aimed
at those already familiar with the
Muppet franchise (as evidenced
by the presence of nearly every
Muppet cast member from ages
past), there is enough to keep
those unfamiliar with the past
engaged. The musical numbers
are equal parts well-executed
and ridiculous, and although it
may not yield belly laughs, the
cleverly written script (courtesy
of co-writers Segel and Nicholas Stoller) is rife with clever,
chuckle-inducing moments. The
addition of the character of Walter is similarly well-executed: far
from being obnoxious baggage,
he plays the role of the charming, under confident everyman
to a T.
Although the execution of the
puppet characters is flawless, the
human characters are where the
film stumbles. Although Jason
Segel has perfected the loveable,
good-guy archetype and Cooper
is equal parts over-the-top and
believably nefarious, Adams’
performance falls slightly flat,
crossing the line from parody to
annoyingly over-the-top in more
than a few places. However,
her solo sequence is redeeming
enough to keep the character
from putting a major damper on
the production. By the time the
final, street-filling dance number rolls around, you’ve been
completely sucked in to a loving homage to the franchise that
Hanson built… and truthfully,
there is no better way to spend a
few hours.
Review rating: 5 elephants
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‘Mylo’ is good,
but not ‘Viva’

Alex Mullans
editor-in-chief
Coldplay have been compared to the Beatles - songs
like Clocks will undoubtedly
mark them as the best British band of the naughties
(that’s 2000s on this side of
the ocean), and perhaps the
best British band of all time.
So it’s safe to say that their
new album, Mylo Xyloto, entered the market with high
standards; for me at least,
it didn’t quite measure up.
One of the hallmarks of a
Coldplay album is that the
whole is more than the sum
of its parts. I’ve been known
to hear a song on shuffle before switching over
to the full album and playing a runthrough, simply
because the band’s albums
flow so well together. Mylo
Xyloto aims for this same
flow, but I didn’t quite get
the same satisfaction out of
a full runthrough that I did
out of Viva la Vida. Where
the latter manages to balance calmer songs with
their louder, more emphatic
counterparts, I found that
the section between Major
Minus (track 8) and Don’t
Let It Break Your Heart
(track 13) didn’t quite work
for me.
The band seemed to be
emphasizing the cohesive
approach to the album in
its sales strategy, as well. In
fact, my decision to restart
my Zune Pass subscription
was based on the fact that

this album wasn’t available
on Spotify. I hope this trend
of withholding albums from
streaming services doesn’t
become a trend; speaking
from experience, those services are the best answer to
piracy the music industry
has ever seen.
Distribution issues aside,
the album does feature
some great tracks. Both Paradise and Every Teardrop
Is A Waterfall were great
on their own, and hearing
them fit into the flow of the
album is simply wonderful.
My personal favorite has to
be Charlie Brown, which reminded me of Life in Technicolor ii in its exuberance,
its happiness. If you have
to pick a lone iTunes single
from this album, I’d recommend Charlie Brown in a
heartbeat.
Mylo Xyloto wasn’t quite
Viva la Vida/Prospekt’s
March for me. While I loved
the latter almost without
reserve, the former never
managed to keep my attention all the way through the
album. But, it’s still a strong
album with awesome singles
and it builds wonderfully
on the familiar Coldplay
sound.
Review rating: 3 elephants

Best actor or best supporting actor?

Marcus Willerscheidt
entertainment editor
Possibly the most likely candidate for some Academy Awards this year, “J. Edgar” is a surprisingly average movie. I came out of the theater feeling interested
but overall not impressed. I expected to be blown away
by a movie directed by the great Clint Eastwood and
starring the recent superstar Leonardo DiCaprio, but
I was for the most part nonplussed. The movie presented a somewhat fantasized version of reality; it reminded me most of the film documentary “Patton.”
This movie presented the story of an extremely complicated and troubled man. Leonardo DiCaprio
plays FBI founder J. Edgar Hoover in a stunningly interesting retelling of his turbulent life. Beginning with
his controlling mother (Judi Dench), this story details
the strife and struggle of a man who overcomes committees and presidents by sometimes less than virtuous means. He creates several enemies and forms
only a small group of friends who are devoutly loyal
to him. The list of problems he faces ranges from a
speech impediment to identity issues. On top of DiCaprio’s outstanding performance, Armie Hammer
is probably the best supporting actor of the year. He
plays Hoover’s right hand man and lifelong companion, Clyde Tolson. DiCaprio did a great job, but his
accent made it difficult to believe he wasn’t Leonardo
DiCaprio whereas Hammer’s acting was impeccable.

This story also details the beginning of several crime
scene investigation techniques. But, most importantly
this movie presents the life of a man who believes he is
much more than he is; he believes he is the FBI. By old
age Hoover is struggling to keep as active as he once
was, and takes to getting vitamin shots everyday just
to keep his energy up.
Incredible acting aside though, this movie
was not all that spectacular. The writing was interesting, but it didn’t entrance the viewer. The filmography
did not feature anything new or fancy. And, while the
lead roles were well cast, the smaller parts generally
didn’t impress. Aside from Jeffrey Donovan’s part as
Robert Kennedy the presidents were poorly cast in my
opinion.
I would recommend this movie for a one time
viewing, but I don’t think it’s going to become an instant classic. I don’t think it’s worth a ten dollar viewing, but perhaps a five. It features some good talent,
but again that didn’t carry the movie. However, it
will most likely take at least one Academy Award this
year.
Review rating: 3.5 elephants

imdb.com

Living
Ebenezer is not a
good role model
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5 steps, 5 ingredients,
5 fingers
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Melissa Schwenk • living editor

Katrina Brandenburg • staff writer
It is nearing the season for
exchanging gifts and holiday
greetings, and enjoying seasonal sweets, decorations, and
festivities. Yet, outside each
window at this time of year
there seems to always be some
unpleasant sight.
If there is no rain pummeling
our spirits with its cold drops
of misery, there is often a dark
and gloomy sky of clouds to
see. If this is escaped for even a
single day, the weather still offers bitter cold, cracking skin,
and shivering.
This portrait of the winter
makes the attitude of Ebenezer Scrooge seem almost appropriate, but there is no need
for this winter, the first one
spent mostly away from home
for many, to cause irritation.
A better idea of wintertime
is that the snow will soon fall
and blanket the ground with
a sparkling, white supply of

snowballs while candy canes
are suddenly more readily available in the stores. The
weather outside might seem
frightful now, but it can become a source of pleasure.
The winter blues, provoked
by being away from home,

”

Candy canes are
suddenly more
readily available
in the stores.
spending long weeks working
away at class work, or gloomy
weather, can be defeated.
To deal with homesickness, it
is a good idea to stay busy. Plan
activities with friends for expected down time, and brainstorm ideas for any unexpected
down time that might arise.

Class work can be managed
through the skill of time management. If homework or studying remains, it is not really
down time. It is work time.
The final stumbling block
is the weather, an unavoidable issue. The weather can be
combated with warm clothing,
lotion for dry skin, lip balm for
chapped lips, and hot chocolate for added cheer.
To further push away low
spirits, make every holiday
task into something fun to do
with friends. Plan a fun outing
to shop for those holiday gifts
with a friend for second opinions on those tricky presents
and for some fun companionship. Try doing homework or
studying in groups as well, as
long as it does not offer too
great of a distraction.
Do not follow in the footsteps of Ebenezer by being
stingy with holiday cheer. Forget the dreary. Make it fun.
Make it cheery.

Cold weather car care
Morgan Lopez • staff writer
For those fortunate enough to have our
own vehicles, it’s a well-known fact that taking care of such an elaborate system is a big
responsibility. The frigid Terre Haute winters are far from pleasant, and matters can

be made worse when your car hasn’t been
optimized for the climate. Proper winter car
care goes beyond scraping ice off the windshield and letting the engine warm up. Following some of the tips in the table below
can save you time, inconvenience, discomfort, or costly repairs down the road.

When people think of Germany, they usually think of
two things: beer and bratwurst. But after that they think
of Schnitzel, which is actually from Austria.
Wiener schnitzel is historically made of veal, but today
most people make schnitzel from pork, which eases my
conscience about eating baby animals. There are many
variations on this simple dish, but here is the simplest
one I’ve made.
Easy Schnitzel — Difficulty: 3 out of 5
Ingredients
• 1 pork cutlet per person
• 1 egg per four cutlets
• ¼ cup flour
• ¾ cup bread crumbs

•
•
•

Oil
Seasoning salt if desired
Lemon for garnish

Hardware
• Mallet
• Frying pan
Directions
1. Heat the oil in a frying pan, making sure not to
burn it and set off the smoke alarm.
2. Pound the cutlets with the mallet until they are about
¼ inch thick. (If you can’t find a mallet to pound the
meat, don’t worry. You can skip this step.)
3. Crack the eggs into a bowl and beat until they are
a well-mixed system.
4. Coat the cutlets with flour, then dip them into the
eggs.
5. Coat the cutlets in bread crumbs and place them
in the frying pan. Cook them about two minutes,
then flip.
6. Once the cutlet is done frying, cut open its center
to see if it is done. If the center is pink, put it back
in the pan. If it’s white, congratulations. It’s time
to eat your schnitzel.

Check Your... Keep in mind...
Tires

-Ideal gas law! It’s better to inflate tires after they’re warmed up from driving to prevent over inflation.
-Replace or retread tires with worn treads. Consider buying all-season tires with a traction rating of A perform better in snow than B or C.
-The coin test: If the tread doesn’t intersect with Lincoln’s head on a penny inserted between the lowest treads, you have less than 2/32” of tread
depth (legally worn). Using Washington’s head on a quarter indicates 4/32” of tread depth (better for winter driving).

Belts/hoses

-Visually inspect any belts or hoses that are, well, visible. Look for cracks or worn edges. Belts, hoses, and other plastic parts become more brittle
in cold weather. Replace parts with visible wear.

Fuel Line

-Don’t let your fuel level dip below ¼ of a tank in the winter. Moisture in the tank could make its way down to the fuel line and freeze into a solid
plug. Repeated attempts to start a car with a frozen line could damage your fuel pump. This is not a common occurrence for newer cars, but if it
happens, and there’s no way to raise the ambient temperature, add the product HEET per manufacturer’s instructions.

Oil

-Have your oil changed (at least) at the start of all four seasons. In the winter, use the lowest grade/ viscosity of oil specified in your owner’s
manual.
-Synthetic oil tends to be better for cold starts.

Antifreeze

-If you haven’t had your antifreeze flushed and replaced for over 3 years, it would be a good idea to get that done. The chemicals that keep the
water from freezing lose their potency after a few years.
- If you’re the kind of person who (heaven forbid) just adds water to the radiator when the coolant level is low, correct your concentration; coolant
concentration testers are available at most auto part stores for $3-$5.

Windshield

-If you’re the kind of person who just puts water in here, too, flush it and replace it with washer fluid that contains antifreeze.
-The washer fluids with lots of nasty additives work really well to clear frost and thin ice on the windshield. It’s not a bad idea to keep extra in the
trunk for refilling or emergency pouring.
-Replace the wiper blades if they’re worn. To prevent wear, don’t use them as an ice scraper.
- Crumpling a sheet of paper and running it a few times on the length of the blade clears ice and temporarily sharpens really worn blades. I don’t
recommend doing this unless your blades are already pretty bad; it’s hard on the rubber.
-Get any windshield cracks repaired. The repeated heating and cooling of the glass, not to mention flying ice flung by fellow motorists on the
highway, can cause cracks to propagate.

Doors

Doors can freeze open or closed—on older cars. Generously applying WD-40 to the latch mechanism can prevent this (it’s both a lubricant and an
antifreeze). Don’t do this to late-model cars, it’ll displace the nice thick grease they put in there during manufacturing.

Brakes

Icy conditions increase stopping distance, and so do worn brakes! If you wait too long to have the brake pads replaced, your rotors can become
grooved, which is a more costly repair (speaking from recent experience). Take your car in for a brake inspection.

Battery

-The moisture of snow and ice, and especially road salt corrode metal quickly. Check your battery terminals and clean them with a battery brush
to prevent a lousy connection.
-If you haven’t replaced your battery for 5 years, consider yourself lucky. Then go get a new one on your own time; it will be far more enjoyable of
an experience than having to do it when you’re stranded or short on time.

Body

Regular washing keeps harmful road salt from damaging the body and finish.

Emergency Kit

You may not be driving across no-man’s land in Alaska, but an emergency kit is not only for life or death situations. It can make a bad experience
more comfortable, safe, or brief.
Items could include: Jumper cables, road flairs, a blanket, a flashlight, batteries, a spare tire and the necessary tools to install it, a cell phone
charger or old phone with no SIM card (they can always make 911 calls), warm clothing, and maybe some Power Bars or chocolate. It’s winter, in
Terre Haute, so your fuel mileage is going to dip anyway. Might as well be prepared.

Opinions
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Welcome to the reintroduction of the Roses and Thorns column of The Rose Thorn. In the column, our
writers will be giving roses (applause, thanks, appreciation, what have you) to things they are happy
about and thorns to the things that make them upset or very unhappy (get it? Because you give roses to
things you like, and thorns are generally unloved. Except for this newspaper, which we know the campus
loves. Right?).
Andrew Klusman
business manager
The first hoorah goes to the lovely staff of RoseHulman. Each year they make this campus look
Christmasy and holiday-themey and get Rose into
the season. It just shows up one weekend and bam
pretty lights and decorations and a wonderful feeling
of community. One night this past week, I was walking through Olin (dropping something off) and I saw
a staff member decorating the hallways. It’s the little
things like that that really show how Rose is a family.
The next rose can go to Indiana’s Department of
Transportation. They finally finished up that Godawful construction on I-70 that caused massive delays
in driving to and from Indianapolis. Most of the construction is gone (even though I-70 is still less-thanpleasurable to drive on), so hooray. Now I’m not faced
with a 20 minute delay every time I go to Indy.

It’s only a few days until the mid-quarter break! Get
excited Rose-Hulman. Two weeks off to relax and enjoy break. Then you have to get ready for the dreaded
torture session known as the rest of winter quarter.
Freshmen, enjoy your time. You should probably read
the Thorn to keep your spirits up.
The first thorn goes out to the weather. Dear Indiana weather, I have lived here for longer than I would
have liked, and while you are mostly acceptable most
seasons, this time you are not. Where is my snow? It
is mid-December. I haven’t seen a substantial, lasting
gift of snow at all this winter. I disapprove. You better
start redeeming yourself come January and February.
This whole “I’m going to be really cold and not give
you snow” isn’t fun.
Next, a thorn to my car. Specifically, the gas tank
flap. Why is it that of all the parts of my car that can
freeze/ice over, the only thing that seems to do so is

The other side of the desk

my gas tank flap/cover? MEs, if you know something,
you should tell me. It’s frustrating to have to finagle
some makeshift apparatus in the freezing (and snowless!) cold at a gas station and NOT scratch the paint
on my gas tank flap. And yes, I’ve tried punching it and
it only sometimes works.
The last thorn for this column is to Terre Haute’s
streetlight system. Almost every day on my way to
campus, I am stopped by no fewer than three lights,
and the worst part is I only drive through six lights!
Oftentimes it’s because one car triggered the system!
And the lights don’t change based on how many cars
are there waiting. Nope. Just a standard eight hours to
wait for each direction… I’m looking at you, lights at
Poplar and 46. You are my least favorite light in all of
Terre Haute. Maybe all of Indiana. The Walmart light
is at least courteous and doesn’t stop me for more than
a brief stop.

We are all but stardust

Dr. Sudipa Kirtley
faculty writer
I stumbled upon this picture and the
quote from Carl Sagan recently, and
they have made me think a lot. The arrow points to the earth, as seen from
the Voyager 1 spacecraft nearly 4 billion
miles away. In this huge
scheme of the cosmos, we
are but a miniscule entity, a “mote of dust.” Just
as any other living species on the earth, we are
also caught up in striving
for food and shelter, and
in protecting our families
and territory. Of all the
inhabitants on our planet, we are undoubtedly
the most intelligent species. We have progressed
“light years” in understanding the scientific
laws that govern nature.
We have also invented fancy technology,
and have used our developed brains to
know the environment we live in, how
we live in it, and what to do to make it
more agreeable to us. However, we also
spend a lot of our time and energy in destructive ways for insignificant reasons.
Jealousy and bigotry often dominate our
lives. It almost seems that our intelligent brains have made this much worse
in our species. It is hard to justify such
actions with reasons based on necessihttp://www.facebook.com ties for the survival of our genes. Often

American Society & the World: Bah
Viktor Goben
staff writer
It’s a cool summer’s eve. The humidity is
keeping the air nice and balmy as the sun
sets. And yet, it is under the moon of such
a summer’s eve that corporations around
the country and around the world start
pushing their Christmas merchandise.
The saying of recent years has been that
Christmas comes earlier each year, a phenomenon currently known as the Christmas Creep.
Why is it that Christmas comes earlier
each year? Because it’s the one time of year
so many Americans (and people around
the world in general) go into debt and blow
through savings in order to get the biggest,
best toys of that year, trampling whomever

will get in their way, occasionally in a literal fashion. And it’s because of these grand
spending sprees that companies crave the
opportunities to put out all their Christmas gear early, to beat the other stores and
hopefully coax the customers to part with
more of their cash than they planned.
People each year disparage companies
who indulge in the Christmas Creep, and
yet, these same people then proceed to buy
more and more, earlier and earlier, lest
they not be able to get quite as good a deal
come proper Christmas time or lest they be
unavailable.
Fortunately, a few companies have been
holding that urge back, but still, many of
the mainstream stores begin mounting
their wreaths and mistletoe the instant
November 1st rings in.

we shun others for different religions, or
social norms, and often we are intolerant
of other races and cultures. The recent debacle about an inter-racial couple being
refused to be a part of a Kentucky church
is a very good example of this. In the bigger picture, how does it really matter what
religion we practice, and what race we are
born into? Why do we feel
the urge to feel superior
to others in our own little well, on a minute speck
of dust in our universe
(and there may be other
universes)? As Lawrence
Krauss has often pointed
out, we are all but star
dust at the end of the day.
The modern humans have
inhabited the planet for
nearly 200,000 years, and
I wonder how many more
years we will take to live
in really “civilized” societies. Perhaps when we find
ourselves prone to prejudice, we should
make a concerted effort to consider the
much bigger picture, and then re-evaluate our urge to act in that fashion. It is
about time to do so, universally, across the
globe. For isn’t it true that “There is perhaps no better demonstration of the folly
of human conceits than this distant image
of our tiny world…. it underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with one
another, and to preserve and cherish the
pale blue dot, the only home we’ve ever
known,” Carl Sagan.

humbug edition

Stores like Nordstroms are among the
ranks of those few stores who hold back on
their Christmas decorations, music, and
specialty Christmas lines until after the
American Thanksgiving Day Parade. This
author salutes these few stores in not giving into the pressure to get their Christmas
on early.
Additionally, but not on an unrelated
note: why is it that our corporate Christmas suppliers only celebrate Christmas, if
in fact they deign to designate a holiday of
choice? Because too many of the religious
centers have taken offense once a business
has decided to be appropriate in considering those who celebrate Hanukkah and
Kwanza.
To quote the comedian Lewis Black,
”[Christmas] has become a beast which

cannot be fed.”
It’s time to stop thinking about the next
big toy you hope to get on this next holiday.
It’s time to get back to being with people
you enjoy being around and making the
most of the time that you’ve got.
So get away from that computer for a
bit, avoid the malls and all of the specialty
sales. Get some friends together and go do
something fun. Spend some time with your
family (even though you might not like doing so). Get out and make some memories
while you can as to why you even enjoy this
time of year.
Otherwise, you may as well leave those
twinkling lights and fake fir tree up year
round. After all, you might need to head
out next February to buy next year’s
Christmas goodies.
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Engineers to represent USA in All-Star Game
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Senior Matt Green discusses being selected to compete

Matt Dierksmeier • staff writer

Senior linebacker Matt Green and firstyear head coach Jeff Sokol will compete in
Puebla, Mexico, in the annual Bowl of the
Stars game this Saturday.
This is the third year the event will draw
all-stars from NCAA Division III football to
Mexico to play for Team Stars and Stripes.
The game takes place Saturday, December
17, but the players and coaches—all selected
from teams around the country—arrived in
Mexico on Sunday.
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday consisted of two-a-day practices in hopes of
familiarizing the team with their roles and
one another. The rest of the week focused
on lighter practices so the team could utilize
the opportunity for sightseeing.
Sokol will fill the role of defensive line
coach under head coach Bill Manlove, retired head coach from Delaware Valley College. This is not Sokol’s first time coaching
overseas; in fact, he led the Fightin’ Engineers to a 35 - 34 victory in overtime against
the Austrian National Team this past sum-

mer. While this is Sokol’s first year coaching
at Rose-Hulman, he spent 11 years coaching
at the University of Chicago, also in Division
III.
Green will end his senior year of football
with a spot on the defense for Team Stars
and Stripes. This season alone he earned two
HCAC Defensive Player of the Week honors,
and in the game against Mount St. Joseph
he became the first Engineer to get 20 tackles in one game since the 1987 season.
Green and Sokol will be joined by two
players from fellow HCAC competitor Hanover College: Rory Mannering and Matt
Robinette. Coach Joe Austin from Hanover
will serve as coach of special teams for Team
Stars and Stripes as well.
The team’s record is currently tied with
Mexico’s team, the CONADEIP All Stars.
Last year Team Stars and Stripes returned
home with a 41 - 7 win, but in the Bowl of
the Stars inaugural year they suffered a 24
- 12 loss.
The game will take place at 2:30 p.m. ET
on Saturday and will be broadcast live on
www.globalfootball.com.

Matt
Green
Defensive Back
What does it mean to you to be named to the International All-Star Team?
It’s a great honor to have the chance to play with some of the
best football players in Division Three.
What are your expectations for the Bowl of the Stars
game?
I think the game will be a fantastic experience. Playing in Mexico
will be an entirely different atmosphere than what I am use to playing in. I am very excited and am looking forward to the game.
What has playing for Rose-Hulman meant to you?
Playing at Rose-Hulman has been one of the greatest experiences of my life. I have had so many great memories and am thankful to Rose for giving me the opportunity to play college football.
Coach Sokol did a fantastic job this year bringing energy every day,
and he made the Fightin’ Engineers a better football team.

Rose-Hulman pounds the Beavers
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Rose-Hulman basketball was perfect this past weekend, sweeping the
Bluffton Beavers at home in Hulbert
Arena. The men’s team picked up a
66 - 55 win, and the women’s team
grabbed their first win of the season
with a 61 - 49 finish against the Beavers.
The women’s team came into the
matchup with an 0 - 5 desperate for
a win to shift the team’s momentum.
Late game officials pushed the start
time back by an hour, but when the
game clock started, the Lady Engineers took to the court determined
to win.
During the firt 30 minutes of play,
scoring from both teams stayed

pretty even, but a balanced RoseHulman offense led the women to
the twelve-point victory.
Senior Alisa Dickerson led four
players in double figures with her
20th career double-double, recording 18 points and 12 rebounds.
Freshman Sheree Williams followed
closely behind with 13 points, and
sophomores Heather Finnell and
Kelsey Ploof put up 13 and 10, respectively.
Dickerson was awarded HCAC
Player of the Week honors for her
efforts both against Bluffton and
her impressive performance at Manchester which included her 1,000th
point.
The women’s team now stands at 1
- 5 overall and 1 - 2 in league play.

For the men, the win kept their record perfect in conference play, putting them on top of league standings,
tied with Transylvania University for
first place.
Outstanding shooting put four
Engineers in double figures, led
by junior Austin Weatherford who
had 20 during the afternoon game.
Weatherford also had six assists, five
steals, and five rebounds in the contest. Junior Jon Gerken and sophomore Julian Strickland added 12
points each.
Sophomore James Pillischafske
recorded his first career double-double, putting 13 points on the board
and bringing down a team-high 10
rebounds. Gerken came close with
seven rebounds, and Strickland fol-

Vatterrodt earns first men’s
soccer All-American Award

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 17
Women’s basketball at Hanover College

1 p.m. Rose-Hulman Athletics

Men’s basketball at Hanover College

3 p.m.

Monday, December 19
Women’s basketball vs Webster University

7:30 p.m.

Men’s basketball at DePauw University

7:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 22
Women’s basketball at Marian University

6 p.m.

Thursday, December 29
Women’s basketball at Wittenberg University

2:45 p.m.

Friday, December 30
Women’s basketball at Wittenberg Tournament

Tuesday, January 3
Men’s basketball at Earlham College

lowed with five.
While there were several lead
changes during the first half of play,
a three-pointer from Pillischafske
early in the second half put the Engineers up 34 - 33, and Bluffton would
never steal the lead again.
The Fightin’ Engineers shot an impressive 46.8% from the field and
46.2% from beyond the three-point
arc to help clinch the win.
The win against Bluffton pushed
the men to a 7 - 1 overall record, the
best start for Rose-Hulman since the
1992 - 1993 season.
Both teams will travel to Hanover
College this Saturday to face the Panthers, beginning with the women’s
game at 1 p.m. The men’s game will
follow immediately after at 3 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology senior
Clint Vatterrodt (pictured) became the first men’s
soccer player in school history to earn All-American
honors, in results released today.
Vatterrodt earned third-team honors on the 2011 NSCAA/Continental
Tires NCAA Men’s Division III AllAmerica Team after a historic season
that helped lead Rose-Hulman to the
NCAA Division III Tournament.
Vatterrodt was also named a firstteam all-Great Lakes Region honoree.
Andrew Bartush captured third-team
all-region honors and is the first freshman in school history to earn all-region accolades.
Vatterrodt ranked No. 6 nationally
in NCAA Division III this season with
21 goals and finished No. 7 nationally
with 52 points. He was named Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference Most Valuable
Player, earned two all-region honors in his career
and was a three-time first-team all-league honoree.
Vatterrodt stands third in school history with 40
goals and 104 points, and holds Rose-Hulman’s

career school record with 24 assists. He shared a
school record with 10 assists this season.
During Vatterrodt’s career, the Fightin’ Engineers
compiled a 32-4-3 mark against Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference opponents. The team also
won HCAC Tournament titles and made NCAA Division III Tournament appearances
in 2008 and 2011.
Bartush joined Vatterrodt in helping Rose-Hulman close the regular
season on a school record 11-match
winning streak entering the NCAA
Division III Tournament as part of
the team’s 16-6 season. He made 22
starts as a freshman defender and
was a key reason the Engineers allowed just 18 goals this fall.
Vatterrodt becomes the second
soccer player in Rose-Hulman history to earn All-American honors
and the first on the men’s side. 2008
graduate Jennifer Gordon captured
All-American honors after leading the nation in assists and helping the Fightin’ Engineers qualify for
the NCAA Division III Tournament in 2007.
Vatterrodt also earned the 75th All-American
award in Rose-Hulman athletic history with this
honor.
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Wacky prof quotes
“Absolutely there’s a
market for babies!”
— Dr. Christ. It’s terribly convenient. They
have them sorted by
age and weight and
everything. Walmart
should take notes.

Misuses of holiday spirit

Noël Spurgeon • Please, I beg you... don’t sing.
10. The ugly Christmas sweater. Even though it has become a cherished holiday institution that no one really understands (much like
fruitcake), I have yet to find any discernible reason why a sweater
should feature a strangely-proportioned hedgehog wearing a stocking cap covered in glitter.

“We don’t believe in science here.”
—Dr. Mr. Holder, on
the math department:
where numbers are
rarely real, and science... is fiction.

9. The ‘sexy Santa’ phenomenon. I’m not sure what about the
Christmas spirit you’re trying to convey in that fur-trimmed minidress, but I do know one thing… you wouldn’t last long on the North
Pole.
8. The Chevy Chase effect. You’ve blown every fuse for miles
around, and the average brightness of your holiday display mimics
staring directly at the sun. This isn’t a good thing.

“Because every 5-yearold ought to be able
to say, “Oh, that’s so
dirty!” in six different
languages.”
—Dr. House. It turns
out that multilingual
kids’ shows have come
a long way since my
kindergarten days...
and I don’t know that
it’s a good thing.

7. Awkward family photos. Nothing says ‘happy holidays!’ more
than wedging a bunch of unwilling family members into matching
sweaters and trying to get them all to look at the camera at the same
time while someone holds the dog still. There’s nothing wrong with
a collage, folks.
6. Black Friday. Supposedly the kickoff of the holiday season, it has
nothing to do with giving or the joy of togetherness. Break out your
pepper spray kids, it’s going to be a bumpy ride.

“Civils love I-beams.
They even sleep with
them.”
— Dr. Gibson, on the
applications of a metaphorical steel security blanket. It should
be noted that unlike
your coventional soft
and fluffy blanket, it
can also be utilized as
a weapon.

5. Movie marathons. There’s nothing wrong with having one: when
Spike shows James Bond movies all day, it’s fine. It should be noted
that it’s movies and not movie. I’m looking at you, TBS.
4. Starting festive music in October. Think of the children!
3. Terrible cookies. It’s okay if you can’t bake. Just don’t insist on
bringing homemade cookies if your baked good consistency is more
‘concrete slab’ than ‘shortbread,’ since we’re going to end up eating a
lot of them out of politeness.
2. 5 a.m. wake-up calls. When you were ten, waking up at 5 am to
get the first look at your presents was a wonderful, exhilarating part
of childhood. Now, rousing your sleepy head at such an hour results
in great bodily harm for the rouser.
1. Tinsel/glitter/etc. It seems festive… until you have to clean it up.
Suddenly you’re teaching your younger relatives some words that
would land you firmly on the ‘naughty’ list for life.

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Frank Roetker • But remember, it’s what’s in the cup that matters

Mindsets on the
Monday before break

Rose Men
of Genius

Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today we salute you, Mr. Terrible Gift Giver. The bane of the
holiday season, your inability to give decent gifts is matched
only by your inability to realize that you’re terrible at shopping for other people. Although long ago you should have
surrendered to the siren song of the nondescript greeting
card and gift certificate, you persist in thinking that somehow, some way, people are enjoying the presents you bestow
upon them. For weeks before the holiday season, you trawl
the internet, searching for the perfect thing to give the special people in your life. For all your effort, though, you have a
particular talent at picking the exact opposite of an ideal gift.
To be honest, if you were an elf, you would have been left
as polar bear bait years ago (remember, Santa’s workshop
is non-union). For your mother, ‘Keeping Your Woman in
Her Place: The Don Draper Special Edition.’ For your princess-obsessed younger sister, a copy of the widely acclaimed
video game ‘The Brothers Grimm: No Happily Ever After’
(now with extra gore!). And for your kindly, easily-startled,
exceptionally conservative grandmother: the complete Saw
series (films 1-167), complete with dinner theatre kit so that
you can recreate all the excitement of the franchise in your
very own mystery party. Especially pitiable is the amount of
effort you put in to your offerings; if you were simply a lazy
gift-giver, your mother and sister would end up with a package of zip ties and a three-year-old fruitcake, respectively.
Instead of reprimanding you, though, your relatives merely
smile and nod, knowing that a poorly-planned gift is better
than none at all. So here’s to you, oh subpar Santa’s helper…
and hope it really IS the thought that counts.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where all the fun stocking-stuffers live. All content not otherwise signed is Noël Spurgeon’s fault. So, happy holidays everybody! This is the time of year when it’s perfectly okay to gorge yourself on gingerbread and eggnog and peppermint while
wearing a silly hat and shopping for awesome things (or not so awesome things) to pawn off on other people. The one thing I don’t love about this time of year is the song. You know the one. The one that makes me fly into a homicidal rage. No I don’t have a probl---GRAWR.

